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Design Solutions

Although the project paused on several occasions, a complete exterior facelift and
addition ultimately provide this home with a stronger presence outside and an updated
first-floor inside. (Cover photo and photo above: Daniel Contelmo Jr.)
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Designer's Notebok

Haute Architecture creates a sculptural staircase that is beautiful and functional,
connecting floors of a townhouse while unifying the space. (Photo: Annie Schlechter)
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several occasions, a complete
exterior facelift and addition

ultimately provide this home with
a stronger presence outside and

an updated first-floor inside.

By Kacey Larsen

Although the project paused on

uch like projects and companies, a design
philosophy often evolves over time, and
Daniel Contelmo of Daniel Contelmo
Architects in Poughkeepsie, New York,
says his designs often start with a single
element. “We talk about trying to capture the essence

of a project, the essence of a client’s personality or the
surroundings when you look at the project from a bird’s-
eye-view or from a larger distance—and just [ask] what
single element is the most important piece of this puzzle?
And it could be the relationship between two people;
it could be the houses that flank [the home]; it could
be the tree in the front yard; so from project to project

it’s never the same thing. That’s
how I begin the design, with analyzing all of
those factors and just saying what is the most important
feature?” he explains. “Working with these clients, for
me, it was really his input into how he wanted the house
to have a strong presence from the exterior. [While] it
doesn’t stop at the outside because they had some big
spaces [inside] that interconnect and things like that, I
would say the most important feature for us to begin was
the strength of the roofline from the exterior.”

While this Chappaqua, New York, project was many
years in the making because of the economic downturn
and other general life occurrences for the clients, the
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MASTER DESIGN AWARDS 2017
WHOLE HOUSE $300,000-$700,000
BRONZE

ARCHITECT INFORMATION

Daniel Contelmo Archiects
Poughkeepsie, NY.
dtcarchitects.com

and rejoined cedar shingles

& 12-lite

Windows: Lepage Millwork,

CONTRACTOR INFORMATION double-hung & casement

Home Enrichment Company, Inc.
Hopewell Junction, N.Y.
homeenrichmentcompany.com

Pavers/patio: Contractor
supplied, Bluesonte

PROJECT INFORMATION INTERIOR
Project name: Formal Makeover Interior doors: Fontrick Door,
two-panel

Location: Chappaqua, N.Y. . . )
Square footage before: 3,410 Flooring: 2 %4-in. strip oak
Square footage after: 4,132

Project cost: $625,000

PRODUCT INFORMATION
EXTERIOR

Roofing: Contractor supplied,
30-year fiberglass architectural
shingles

Woodworking

Kitchen cabinets: Modern
Cabinets, custom

Oven: Miele, double-oven

and freezer combination
Dishwasher: Miele

goals remained consistent: to give more prominence to
the home’s exterior, and to update and add space to the
first floor. The client’s strict budget led to a reconsider-
ing of a few design elements, as did planning with the
building department.

“The exterior was driven a lot by Mr. Client, and the
interior was driven a lot by Mrs. Client. Her friend and
interior designer, Maggie Nielsen, actually referred me to
the job 10 years ago,” Contelmo explains. “The husband
was very involved with me. He let me do my thing with
the design, but he had a lot of things to say about it—in
a positive way. Literally, [it was] the two of us standing
in the driveway and going, “Well, is it better to have the
big gable to the left where you see it first as you come in
the driveway and have the entry sort of secondary? Or is
it better to have the gable over the entry and the smaller
sections coming toward you as you're entering?” He was
very in tune with those types of proportions and details,
so it was good to collaborate with him; but then he would
defer to me ultimately and let me detail it.”

SCALED TO MATCH

As noted, the placement and size of the gables became one
of the biggest decisions of the design. The original plan
was to introduce a large gable over the entry to add interest
to the roofline, as well as accommodate a major renovation
of the master bedroom located within. But when initial
estimates came back higher than the budget permitted,
the resulting solution shifted the large gable over the great
room and located a smaller gable over the entryway, keep-
ing the master bedroom in place. Contelmo notes this

Siding: Certigrade 18-in. rebutted

Doors: Lepage Millwork, French

Moulding and trim: Erich's Fine

Refrigerator: Miele, refrigerator

change “saved cost and left a large unfinished attic over
the great room for a future bedroom suite.”

Beyond the addition of the gables, the home now has
a revised entry with a wider stone porch featuring its
own roofline, and large columns and pilasters that define
it. Overall, the home’s design took on a “Hampton-like
feel,” Contelmo notes, with its strong roofline, light cedar
shingles and columns. A blend of function and aesthet-
ic brought the architect to the exaggerated look of the
overhangs and columns.

“We chose to have large overhangs because the previous
roof did not, and [it] created many maintenance issues.
The overhang was then exaggerated, so we introduced
the oversized columns to give the impression they were
necessary to support the overhang and big gable,” he says.
“In the photos, [the columns] don’t really appear that
big, but when you’re standing under them they are big. I
would say thatI tend to lean toward bold, for sure—kind

>

of like ‘go big or go home.”

FITTING THE EXPANDED FLOOR PLAN

To achieve the second project goal of updating and adding
first-floor space, the home’s garage was converted into a
family room and breakfast room. The existing family
room then divided into a larger kitchen at the rear of the
house, as well as a dining room and larger entry. When
it came to the construction of a new garage—as well as a
mudroom and laundry room—adjacent to the expanded
living spaces, “We were literally between a rock and a
hard place,” Contelmo says.

“Our only choice for a new garage was to the left of the
house where a large rock out-cropping existed. As we got
into the plans and the planning part of it with the build-
ing department, there was a limitation as to how steep
you could make the rock cut—it has to sort of gradually
come down,” he adds. “If we could [have] just carved it
out and made it into a rock wall, we could have driven
a car around the left side [of the garage], but that didn’t
meet the requirements of the engineering department. We

i Adding a rear garage door solved the issue of getting
construction equipment to the home's backyard, since it
could not traverse the rock out-cropping.

Fl Columns have an exaggerated size to visually remain
in proportion with the gables and the oversized overhang.

El The existing garage was converted into a family room
and breakfast room. Glass fills the exterior wall of the
breakfast room—a consideration to the exterior detailing.

hammered enough rock to the side of the garage to allow
access to the rear yard and to drain the site.”

'The rock also posed access challenges to the construc-
tion process, as equipment was unable to move around
the outskirt of the house. Contelmo’s solution was a rear
garage door, so vehicles could pass through the garage
to access the rear of the house and backyard, which may
be useful for future service needs as well.

Although the project took a few turns along the way,
Contelmo appreciates the project coming to fruition. “We
started working together in 2008 then the economy tanked,
and they put the project on hold,” he says. “They came
back six or seven years later, so that was rewarding in a way
that they actually came back to me to do the project.” | @R
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