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Putting the fireplace at the far 

end might be a bit of a head-

scratcher initially. After all, don’t 

you want to gaze out into the 

distance? There is, however, no 

distance behind the fireplace. 

It is just a knoll. Also had the 

fireplace been located along the 

sides of the room, it would have 

been 100 percent in line with 

the interior fireplace, creating 

an unusual visual echo from the 

family room perspective.

To Contelmo, creating this 

successful porch was very sat-

isfying. It met all of the require-

ments of the owner and added 

a lot of comfortable living space 

for the family, who are able to 

enjoy the space, look out at 

either side of their yard and stay 

connected with family members 

whether they are on the first 

floor or outside the home. And, 

contrary to what most people 

assume, a successful porch proj-

ect can be as costly to create as 

any other living space. Contelmo 

says that this porch came in at 

$300 per square foot.

“We have done a lot more 

porches in the past 10 years. I 

think porches are sort of mak-

ing a comeback,” says Contelmo. 

“The problem is tying it into 

the building and having it look 

appropriate in scale, but also  to 

construct a porch of this quality 

and detail costs a lot of money. 

When I meet new clients and 

they say, “I want to build a new 

porch and I have $20,000 to 

spend,” I say “that is going to 

be a really small porch.” That 

porch would be 4x4 pressure 

treated posts and no chimney 

and no foundation. It would be 

really inexpensive and it would 

look inexpensive.”

Fortunately, for Contelmo, 

budget was not a primary con-

sideration with this project. QR
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Vinyl corner beads are the superior 
solution for interior fi nishing. Unlike 
traditional metal corner beads, 
vinyl protects corners from dents 
and dings. The design possibilities 
with vinyl beads are endless. Vinyl 
forms to curved surfaces making 
it quick and easy to achieve a 
smooth finish. Add Step A Bull 
corner bead to any room for an 
instant upgrade. Request a free 

catalog containing

FREE

over 200 interior 
fi nishing solutions.

The porch addition, while one structure, arguably functions as two 

rooms. The dining area seats 10 and has a lower ceiling, due to the 

low-pitch roof design to not block the view from any bedroom 

windows. A vaulted pitched roof allows the sitting area to open 

dramatically, and has a brick and stone fireplace. 
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